
 
March 1, 2020 
 
Dear Kingsley Families, 
 
With all of the health concerns that are taking place around the world, I hope 
that this letter finds all of you and your families doing well. It seems like I’d 
written the February newsletter to you a few days ago. This month flew by. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the winners of the 
African-American Youth Achievement Award - Zora Copeland and 
Kamden White. These students represented our school during the ceremony 
that took place on February 21st at ETHS. We are truly proud of them and they 
are without question deserving of the honor.  
 
The Student Service Council is organizing a March Madness Toy Drive. 
They will be collecting toys for children at the NorthShore Evanston Hospital. 
Due to concerns about allergies, please make sure that all donations are 
latex-free, unwrapped, brand new, and unopened. Also, please keep them stored 
in a pet-free and smoke-free environment. Toys can be dropped off before and 
after school in the Kingsley lobby. Look for boxes labeled ‘Toy Drive’. For 
larger and more expensive items, please drop them off in the main office. The 
NorthShore Child Life wish list can be found by viewing the letter. March 
Madness Toy Drive. 
 
We concluded Black History Month with the Kingsley Children’s March. 
This event honors the hundreds of black children that marched in 1963 to protest 
segregation and to express their expectation to have their civil rights honored as 
Americans. Our fourth-graders used the march as a way to give voices to those 
determined children, and as a way to thank the leaders of the civil rights 
movement of yesterday, today, and the future.  
 
The Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) testing window is March 11 - 
April 24 for students in grades 3-5. Testing will begin at Kingsley on 
Wednesday, March 4th. District 65 is required by state law to administer the 
IAR assessment which is aligned to the Common Core State Standards and 
designed to provide teachers and families with information about student 
progress. Kingsley has been selected at random to participate in required field 
testing which adds 75-90 minutes of ELA testing. As a reminder, there are no 
provisions in state law for “opting out”; the state requires that students be 
presented with the assessment. Please ensure that your child has a good night's 
sleep and breakfast. If you have any additional questions please contact me.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xsHnx30rAcltHB0sPuR9n7rfRGHWRKAI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xsHnx30rAcltHB0sPuR9n7rfRGHWRKAI/view?usp=sharing


 
I learned some information on Friday that I want to share with you.  
At a recent census meeting there was discussion about the historical census data 
in Evanston and the fact that Kingsley and other schools serve populations 
that have been historically undercounted in our schools. This leads to 
under-resourcing for Kingsley. We have the opportunity to have Census2020 
Mobile Questionnaire Assistance (a census worker or team) to come to Kingsley 
to share information and even help families to directly access the census (the 
census will be conducted mostly online this time).  
 
I am writing to ask two things: 
1. Please review this flyer: They Grow Up So Fast. Hard copies will be sent 
home next week.  
 
2. Please be on the lookout for Census2020 Mobile Questionnaire Assistants to 
be onsite at Kingsley, helping raise awareness and actually offering families 
opportunities to complete the Census then and there. I’m hoping to have them 
come out next Thursday, March 5th while the Science Fair is taking place. I 
thought this would allow families to quickly get the information that they need 
and participate before or after the event. If this isn’t possible for them I will 
notify you of an alternative date where they can be available to help provide 
this opportunity for our families.  
 
It will be ten years before the next census; if we undercount, that will mean 
ten years of being under-resourced in our school community.  
 
Upcoming Dates: 
March 4 - 27: IAR Testing - Grades 3-5 
March 5th: Kingsley Science Fair, 5:30 - 6:30 
March 16th: Half Day, Early Dismissal 
March 27th: Report Cards 
March 31st: 3rd/4th-Grade Concert 6:30 - 7:30 
April 2-3: Camp Timber-Lee (Grade 5) 
April 6-10: Spring Break – No School 
 
As always, don’t hesitate to reach out if there is anything that I can do to help or 
you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for your support of your student 
and Kingsley School. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 

 

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/get-involved/take-home-flyer.html

